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Site Reading Matrix
Use this matrix to document insights on the land you are considering purchasing, including sun‑path insights, slope constraints, soil realities, and view/privacy risks.
Project Title: _______________________________________________________________
Date: _______________________________
Section 1 – Sun & Wind Analysis
	Metric
	Observation
	Design Response

	Winter sunrise / sunset azimuths
	
	

	Summer sunrise / sunset azimuths
	
	

	Peak solar window (hrs / day)
	
	

	Prevailing summer wind (dir./speed)
	
	

	Prevailing winter wind
	
	

	Shading strategy (overhang depth, fins)
	
	


Tip: Capture screenshots from your sun‑path app and link them here for quick reference.
Section 2 – Tree & Vegetation Inventory
	Tree #
	Species
	DBH (in)
	Health (Good/Fair/Poor)
	Keep / Remove
	Permit Needed?

	1
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	
	


Section 3 – Slope & Topography Snapshot
	Area
	Avg. Slope (%)
	Foundation Strategy
	Driveway Feasible (≤10 %)?
	Retaining Walls Needed?

	House Pad
	
	
	
	

	Driveway Path
	
	
	
	

	Outdoor Living Zone
	
	
	
	


Section 4 – Soil & Bearing Capacity (from Geotech)
	Bore #
	Soil Type
	Bearing (psf)
	Shrink‑Swell Risk
	Water Table Depth (ft)
	Recommended Footing

	1
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	
	


Section 5 – Water & Drainage Plan
	Feature
	Current Flow Direction
	Mitigation Strategy
	Notes

	Swale A
	
	
	

	Downspout Drainage
	
	
	

	Driveway Runoff
	
	
	


· ❑ Foundation drains “daylight” ≥10 ft downslope
· ❑ Gutters/leaders sized for 100‑yr storm
· ❑ Erosion controls (silt fence, wattles) budgeted
Section 6 – View & Privacy Future‑Proofing
	Adjacent Parcel
	Zoning
	Max Allowable Height
	Likely Development?
	View / Privacy Impact

	North
	
	
	
	

	South
	
	
	
	

	East
	
	
	
	

	West
	
	
	
	


Section 7 – Risk Flags & Mitigation Summary
· ❑ Driveway slope > 10 % requires redesign/retaining solution
· ❑ Soil bearing < 2,000 psf → engineered footings
· ❑ Seasonal water flow toward proposed foundation
· ❑ Adjacent parcel zoning allows 2‑story build that blocks key view
Convert every ❑ to ✓ once a mitigation plan and cost is confirmed.
Section 8 – Next‑Step Action Log
	#
	Action
	Owner
	Due Date
	Done (✓)

	1
	Capture full‑day time‑lapse of sun across house pad
	
	
	

	2
	Survey mature trees & obtain removal permit (if needed)
	
	
	

	3
	Price retaining wall options for slope > 20 %
	
	
	

	4
	Draft site‑grading plan w/ civil engineer
	
	
	

	5
	Verify driveway alignment meets ≤10 % grade
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